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8 che following Wilts ö bol ; 
3 tain an wir Fran of ſome 
A Advantages that have aroſe 
to the Public i in general, and to this 
"Metropolis in particular, from an In- 
ſtitution which owes its Birth to your 
Goodneſs, and its Continuance to 
Four Care, T think that they have a 
ecial Claim to your Patronage; and 
the more ſo, as they reward you at 
the ſame time as they folicit your 
Countenance: For whenever Bene. | 
volenee exerts ſelf for the Good of 


3 s ID 
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iv DEDICATION. 
others, Succeſs 1s its moſt acceptable 


Reward. 3 


Tadeed, conquering Cou atries, 
| Gghting Battles, and ſuch like extra- 
ordinar Atchievements, are the Ac- 
tions that make the greateſt Eclat 

among Mankind; and ſeem the only 
Ones that intitle a Man to the Ap- 

pellation of Great But he who pre- 
ſerves the Lives, Property, and the 

Peace of thouſands, by encouraging 

the Execution of a Police adequate to 
þthele Purpoſes, as far exceeds the 

Conqueror, as the Preſerving ſur- 


1 2 the ns Mankind. wrath 


An Attention to domellie Quict, 5 
ce in a Metropolis, which is 
the Seat of Government, is, to the 


laſt Degree, praiſe-worthy, "#27 1 


productive of the happieſt Effects; 


t en fuck a Police is brought 


* doen. 

E * . 
. * 3 ” %. þ a 5 * OY we * N . 
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DEDICATION, v 


to due Perfection, it will not only 
prevent common Acts of Violence 
between Man and Man, but ſuch a 
Vigilance will ever defeat any At- 


tempts that Malice, Extravagance, 
or diſappointed Ambition, may con- 


trive againſt the Government itſelf. 


That this Police, now in its In- 


fancy, ſo happily begun, and fo 


warmly encouraged by your Grace, 


may anſwer the good Ends you pro- 
poſed by it, is the ſincere Wiſh of 


him whoſe higheſt Ambition is to 


deſerve well of his Country, and 


whoſe ſingular Pleaſure it will ever 


| be to approve himſelf, 
My Lord, 
Your Grace's s no leſs reſpeatful, 
T han graf. Humble unt, 


ä Jo FIELDING. 
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IN T "RO 0 C q I O N. 


N large and e, Cities, eſpecially in in 
the Metropolis of a flouriſkin King- 
dom, Artificers, Servants and Labour- 
ers, compoſe the Bulk of the People, and 
keeping them in good Order is the Object of 


the Police, the Care of the Legiſlature, and 


the Duty * the Magiſtrates, and all other 


Peace- Officers. The Reſtraints on the Con- 
duct of Mankind in general, eſpecially that 


Part of them who are happy enough to be 


Chriſtians, are the Laws of the Goſpel, and 


the Laws of their Country. Indeed ſuch a 


Compliance with the former, as lays a Foun- 


dition for a well-grounded Hope in the Life 
to come, makes their Reſtraints by human In- 
ſtitutions unneceſſary; but Experience teaches 
us that thoſe Objects act the fir ongeſt on our 


Fears and our Hopes that promiſe immedi- 


ate Advantages, or threaten immediate Pu- 
niſhments : Hence it is, that the common 


People ſtand more in Awe of the Laws made 
by Men, than of thoſe which come from 
0 Fountain of all Laws ; and the Priſon, 


| Whipping-Falh Pillory, and Gallows, make 
ty & more 
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viii INTRODUCTION. 


more Men honeſt — may at firſt be ima- 
gined. 


Religion, Education, and Good-breeding, 


4 preſerve good Order and Decency among the 


ſuperior Rank of Mankind, and prevent 


thoſe Diſturbances, Irregularities and Inju- 


\/ 


ries to our Fellow-Creatures, that happen 


among the illiterate and lower Order of the 
People: Good Laws, therefore, are neceſ- 
ſary to ſupply the Place of Education among 
the Populace; and ſure no Nation in the 
World can boaſt of better for this * 
than Bngrand. ; 


The common People, when compared to 


PR of a higher Rank, are as the Neceſſa- 


ries of Life, when compared to the Conveni- 


ences or ornamental Part of it. The Riches 
and Strength of a Nation are the Number 


of its Inhabitants ; the Happineſs of that 
Nation, their” being uſefully and conſtantly 


employed. Time is the Labourer's Stock 


in Trade ; and he that makes moſt of it by 


1 and Application is a valuable Sub- 
ject. A Journeyman can no more afford 


to give or throw away his Time than the 


Tradeſman can his Commodity; and the 
beſt Way of preventing this uſeful Body of 


Men from this Species of Extravagancy, is 


to 


INTRODUCTION. ix 
to remove from their Sight all Temptation 


to Idleneſs: And however Diverſions may 


be neceſſary to fill up the diſmal Chaſms of 
burdenſome Time among People of Fortune, 


too frequent Relaxations of this Kind among 


the Populace enervate Induſtry. 


In the Country, the Plowman, We . 


bourer, and the Artificer, are ſatisfied with 
their Holydays at Eaſter, Whitſuntide and 


Chriſtmas. At the two former they enjoy 


their innocent Sports, ſuch as a Cricket- 


Match, or a Game at Cudgels, or ſome 


other laudable Trial of Manhood to the Im- 


provement of Engliſh Courage. At Chriſt- 


mas, they partake of the good Cheer of that 


Seaſon, and return ſatisfied to their Labour: 


But in this Town, Diverſions calculated to 


ſlacken the Induſtry of the uſeful Hands are 


innumerable: To leſſen therefore the Num- 
ber of theſe is the Buſineſs of the Magiſtrate. 


Bull-baitings, Bear- baitings, Cock-matches, 


and ſuch Races as, are contrary to Law, are 
in the Number of out. door Diverſions that 


call for Redreſs. The firſt indeed are inhu- 
man, and, for that Reaſon, it is to be hop'd, 


are leſs frequent ; but the Amuſements of 


the greateſt Conſequence are thoſe that are 


carried on in the Public-Houſes in Town; 


Fn as —— Dice, Draughts, Shuffle. 
. os boards, 


=> 


„ 


— © 7 4” Papi way TY — — 
— emge 


— 
—— 
— - ge 


RED r prints 


* 
RES —ͤͤ — — —— 
— — — 
— v ů — 


2 Ne 


— — 2 = . - » —— = A. s x 8 * 
AD . 2H —— — — n= — — > a> = . — —— — — - 
— * — r — — > — — — MR — * — — 4 2 > 
- - >" cw — — — 
"TS — — — 
— > 
% — 
L * 


$I 


down; entirely of the above Species of Gaming 


— 3 as "995 95+ ITS ay neo + 
p Pg. ro rr ues 2” RET 
1 
n — 4 b 
—— 
te oe ob 
oh: Pots Thy re... Dow 


* INTRODVeT TON 


boards, Miſſiſippi Tables, Billiards, and 
cover d Skittle-Grounds, Theſe are the. 
Thieves that rob the Journeymen and. La- 
bourers of their precious Time, their little 
Property, and their leſs Morals. And it is 
very certain, that theſe Evils are in the Power 
of the Publican to prevent. At leaſt it is to 


be hoped, that the Act paſs d laſt Seſſions for 


preventing gaming in Publick- Houſes, will / 
induce them, for their own Sakes, to put an 
entire Stop to this Inlet of general Corrup- 


tion of the common People. And tho Habit 


makes many things appear neceſſary, that 
are not only in themſelves ſuperfluous, but 
injurious, 1 am perſuaded, that the putting 


would ſoon be found to be a conſiderable 


Advantage as well to the Nen as his 5 


Cuſtomers. 


Among the various Truſts repoſed. i in a the 
Magiſtrates of this City, there is none, in 
my Opinion, of greater Importance. than 
that of granting Licenſes to Ale-Houſes; 
for it is on their Care, in this Reſpect, that 
the Peace and good Order of this Town ab- 

ſolutely depends. At the Ale-Houſe the 
Idle meet to game and quarrel ; here the 
Gamblers form their Stratagems; here the 


Pick- pockets hide themſelves till Pos and 
Gangs 


/ 


_—. 
4 1 
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NIN roe n | 1 
Gangs of Thieves form their Plots and 


Routs; here Conſpirators contrive their hel- 


liſh Deyices; and here. the Combinations of 
Journeymen are made to execute their ſilly 


Schemes. Cannot the Publican, then, who 
knows his; Gueſts, prevent theſe Miſchiefs? 
Is it not therefore his Intereſt to preſerve 
the Credit of his Houſe; and is it not the 


Duty of the Juſtice to examine well to whom 
he grants a Licence? For when that is in 


good Hands, every Ale-Houſe-Keeper be- 


comes an Honeſt and watchful Centinel over 
the Peace, Safety and Regularity of the City. 


For my own Part, I think no Man ſhould 


have a Licence who is not a Proteſtant, nor 
any one who has been bred to a Trade, un- 
leſs he is diſabled; for the Moment the 


healthy Artificer gets a Public Houſe, he 


generally becomes a Sot himſelf; he is a De- 
coy-Duck to his old Shop-Mates of the ſame 


Trade, and one uſeful Hand at leaſt is lopt 
off from that Trade. There is a large Body of 


Men who, when they marry and have Families, 
have ſcarce any other Reſource for Livelihood 
but keeping an Ale-houſe ; I mean Servants of 
all kinds, who have never been bred to an 

Trade; perhaps diſabled Soldiers and Ma- 


riners may be proper Objects of this Truſt; 
but it is certain that the good Order of this 


Town, 


u TNTRODUCTION 


Town, and Happineſs of the common Peo- 
ple and their Families, muſt ariſe from the 
"Sara Order obſerved in Public Houſes. "And 

ere I cannot omit taking Notice of an un- 
obſerved, _ tho conſiderable Advantage to 
the Populace, arifing from the late Regu- 
tations to prevent the Uſe of Corn among 
the Diſtillers, which has anſwered two Ends, 
firſt, by lowering the Price of the Staff of 
Life; and, ſecondly, by raiſing the Price of 
Poiſon ; for Gin is now ſo dear, or elſe ſo 
very bad, that good Porter gains the pre- 
eminence, and I doubt not, but at the Year's 
End, there will 'be found a conſiderable In- 
creaſe in the Conſumption of that Commo- 
dity, a Liquor not only more wholefome 
in' itſelf, but when drank to Exceſs, does 
not inflame the Paſſions to that violently 
Degree as Spirituous Liquor do, which ra- 
ther enrages than inebriates, and makes Men. 
mad and miſchievous rather than merry, 
And I am firmly perſuaded, that moſt of 
the haſty and precipitate Murders that have 
been committed among the Common People, 
in Family Quarrels, have aroſe from the 


direful Effects of this Liquid Fire. 


And when theſe Evils in Public Houſes 
are corrected, Hops, illegal Aſſemblies and 
Gaming Houſes „ the next Care _ 
| e 


INTRODUCTION. xi 
the Magiſtrate ſhould be to put in vigorous 
Execution thoſe Laws calculated to remove 
the Evils and Nuſances in our Streets, viz. 
Beggars, the Inſolence of Coachmen, Car- 
men, Porters, &c. Carters riding on their 

Carts; Obſtructions by Carriages, ' Caſks, 
Goods, Stalls, Bulks, &c. and laſtly Street- 
Walkers. . „ 


This will be the Means of making theſe 
Laws known to the common People; and 
every good Subject ought to be aſhamed 
to offend againſt the Laws of his Country. 
And it is certain that by ſuppreſſing the 
ſmaller Evils in Society you will pre- 
vent the greater; for it is much eaſier to 
check Diſorders in their infant State, than to 
conquer them when they are ſuffered to riſe 
to a troubleſome Height; and Prevention 
muſt always be a more eligible Object of 
the Mind than Puniſhment or Severity. 


THE 
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HISTORY and EFFECTS 


Of the Late 


= | HENRY FIE L DIN G's PO L ICE, 


From the latter End of the Year 1753, to 
VVV 


BO the latter End of the Year 
1753, a moſt notorious Gang of 
= — Street-Robbers, - in Number about 
fourteen, who divided themſelves in Parties, 
committed ſuch daring Robberies, and at 
the ſame Time ſuch Barbarities, by cutting 
and wounding thoſe they robbed, in every 
Part of this Metropolis, as ſpread a general 


« 4 — * * 
N o 


Alarm through the Town, and deterred his“ 
- Majeſty's Subjects from paſſing and repaſſing 
on their lawful Occaſions after Night. Theſe 
Outrages induced his Majeſty to iſſue a Pro- 
1 BE. | clamation, 


„ een; 
clamation, and offer a hundred Pounds Re- 
ward for apprehending each of theſe Vig- 
laters of the public Peace. And though this 
was humanely intended as a Remedy for 
this dreadful Evil, inſtead of anſwering the 
End propoſed, it ſoon begat a greater, by in- 
ducing a Set of Villains to decoy unwary 
and ignorant Wretches to commit Robberies, 
and then to make a Sacrifice of them for the 
Sake of the Reward ; while the real Offend- 
ers not only eſcaped Juſtice, but enereaſed 
their Barbarities even to Murder. Upon 
which his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle ſent 
to the late Henry Fielding to deſire him to. 
form ſome Plan in Order to bring theſe deſ- 
perate Villains to Juſtice. A Plan was im- 
mediately formed, approved of, and encou- 
raged by his Grace, which being put in vi- 
gorous Execution, very ſoon brought this 
Gang to condign Puniſhment. But it did not 
deter others from following the ſame wicked 
Practices; and a freſh Gang, as deſperate, tho 
not ſo numerous as the former, foon made 
J % 


About this Time the late Henry Fielding's 
want of Health totally diſqualified him from 
continuing the fatiguing Office of Acting 
- Magiſtrate in this Metropolis; he therefore 
- reſigned the Office to his Brother John 


| 17 ) 


Fielding, who had been an aſſiſting Magi- 


ſtrate to him for three or four Years. 


on: ifs Plan the following Reſolutions 


were formed, vis. 


1ſt, To break the great Gang of Robbers : 


which then infeſted the Streets, and ſpread 


Terror throughout this Metropolis. 


2dly, To bring to Juſtice the ſeveral Gangs 


of Houſe-breakers, Lead-ſtealers, &c. which 


conſiſted chiefly of young Fellows who were 
Thieves from their Cradles, and were at 


this Time about eighteen or nineteen Years 


of Age, and 18 numerous. 


zdly, It was vole to remove the 


1 of Shop: lifters, Pilferers, and Pick- 


pockets, who, being the deſerted Children 
of Porters, Chairmen, and low Mechanics, 


were obliged to ſteal for their Subſiſtance. 

Athly, The Gamblers 5 common Cheats 
were to be the next Object of Attention, 
which were likewiſe numerous. 


"hy; It was propoſed to put down Hops, 


illegal Muſic-Meetings, and to prevent Gam- 


ing in Public Houſes. 
B 6thly, 


( 18 0 


6thly, To remove the Nuſance of. 42 
mon Beggars; to prevent e fo 
keeping e Whores within Doors; a 
veral other Diſorders committed by ent 
Carmen, which were puniſhable by Law. 


p And how far this extenſive Plan has been 
ſucceſsful the following Review will ſhew. 


Iſt, About the Beginning of the Year 
1754, the then reigning Gangs of deſperate 
Street-robbers were attacked, and in the 
Space of three Months no leſs than nine 
Capital Offenders were brought to Juſtice, 
though not without Bloodſhed, for one of 
Mr. Fielding's People was killed, and one 
of the Robbers cut to Pieces; among which 
were the famous Bir, Gill, Armſtrong, and 
Courtney: nor has any conſiderable Gang of 
Street-robbers appeared ſince, till lately, 
when a Gang of Journeymen and A” 
tices were brought to Juſtice. 


2dly, The next Set of Villains, wiz. the 
 Highwaymen that robbed near Town, were 
by this new Method of Perſuit brought to Juſ- 

tice in ſuch a Manner, that ſcarce ane has 


eſcaped from that Time to this, 


2dly, 


(en 
"hs The numerous Gangs «of Houſes f 


breakers, Lead and Iron ſtealers were per- 


ſued and harraſſed till they were totally diſ- 

perſed and ſent to Tyburn and to the Colo- 
nies abroad. The N umbers of theſe may 
be ſeen in the Seſſions Papers of te Years 


1754 and 1755+ 


Athly, Theſe more conſiderable Objects 
being removed, the vaſt Shoals of Shop- 
ns. Pilferers, and Pickpockets appeared 
diſtin, and were every Day taken up in 
Numbers many of whom were tranſported. 


Theſe conſiſted "chiefly of Boys from twelve 


to ſixteen Years of . either the Children 


of Thieves or the deſerted Offspring of idle 


and profligate Parents; many of whom, 
eſpecially Mothers, ſhamefully ſubſiſted from 
their Robberies: And what was very re- 


markable, four infant Thieves, the oldeſt of 
which was but five Years of Ape, were 
brought before Jobn Fielding, which appeared 


to. be Children of different Perſons, college 


' together by one Woman to beg and ſteal to 
N e that Neat with Gin. 


his 1 ine ankich was about the latter 


End of the Year fifty-five, there was no leſs 
thas 300 of theſe 2 Boys, ragged as 
. B 2 


Colts, 


a ( 20.). 
Colts, abandoned, Strangers to Beds, and who 
lay about under Bulks and in ruinous empty 

Houſes. This Evil ſeemed at firſt inſupe- 

_ Table, until Heaven inſpired the Thought of 
their Preſervation by ſending them to Sea, 
and cloathing them by public Subſcription ; 
which-has not only remedied the Miſchief, 
but will remain an everlaſting Proviſion for 
ſuch Objects. Ls 


And as this Scheme may in future Times 
be again made uſe of as an immediate Re- 
ſource for ſupplying the Navy with Boys 
in Time of War, I ſhall here ſtop a Mo- 
ment in order to give a ſuccin& Account of 
the Origin and Utility of the Scheme itſelf. 

And as to the Sanction it met with, let the 
Honourable Names printed at the End of 
theſe Sheets teſtify, i 


In the Month of January, 17 56, his Ma- 
jeſty's Ship the Bar fleur of go Guns, being 
in want of Captains Servants, that is to ſay, 
Boys; for every Man of War is allowed four 
Boys to every hundred Men on Board, whoſe 
Pay the Captain receives, allowing them 
forty Shillings a Year for Cloaths; ſo that 
the Boys Pay is abſolutely a Part of the Cap- 
tain's Pay, and was intended to be ſo, in. 
Order that the Captains might take * to 
IF a as 5 


* 


* 


( ; af ) 

have ſuch a Number of Boys on Board, by 
Way of Nurſery for Seamen ; and theſe Boys 
are therefore called Captains Servants : Be- 
fides which, every other Officer on board is 
allowed one or more of theſe Boys, according 
to his Rank, on the ſame Footing with thoſe 


belonging to the Captain. And as long as this 


Regulation is duly regarded there never will 
be wanting a Succeſſion of Seamen to ſup- 


ply the Navy. The Bar fleur was at this 


Time commanded by Lord Harry Paulett, 
who wrote to Mr. Fielding to procure him 


thirty Boys, which his Lordſhip cloathed at 
his own Expence. And as Mr. Fielding had 
been at Sea himſelf, and was well acquainted 


with the Station of Captains Servants above- 


mentioned, he began to think that this would 
be an excellent Proviſion for the numberleſs 


miſerable, deſerted, ragged, and iniquitous 
pilfering Boys that at this Time ſhamefully 


infeſted the Streets of London: But the great 


Difficulty was to get them cloathed and cured 
of the various Diſtempers which are the con- 
ſtant Conſequences of Poverty and Naſtineſs. 


To effect this, Mr. Fielding put a Paragraph 
into the Papers, which ſtruck ſo ſtrongly on 
the ſenſible Minds and generous Hearts of the 


Engliſb, that in the Space of fix Months the Sum 
of 600/. and upwards was paid into the Hands 
of that Magiſtrate, by Perſons whoſe Names 
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are hereunto annexed, for the above Pars 


poſe; by which Means the Navy was at once 
ſupplied with near four hundred young Re- 


cruits from fourteen to eighteen Years of 


Age, and our Streets were cleared from 
Swarms of Boys whoſe Situations made them 


Thieves from Neceſſity; though many of 


them were unhappy enough in Parents, who 


ſubſiſted from the Felonies their Children 


committed, not only by their Conſent, but, 
what is ill more ae, by their Tui- 
tion. pon 

| About July, 17 66, the ingenious Mr. 
Hanway, ſtruck with the great Utility of 


this Scheme for providing for Boys, collected | 


a Number of Merchants and other Perſons of 
Rank together, and, to uſe his own Fx- 
preſſion, adopted this Plan under the Name 
and Title of the Marine Society, with In- 
tention to cloath Men and Boys for the 
Sea. 


This Society ſoon increaſed in its Mem- 
bers and in its Subſcriptions. And Mr, 
Fielding's Subſcriptions being now exhauſted 
in this Service, and there being {till a great 
Demand for Boys for the Navy, he applied 
to the Marine Society for Aſſiſtance, and 
- was immediately moſt nobly ſupplied. * 

the 


/ 


oy . 
the Sum or ſixty Pounds. And from that 
Time all the little Intereſt Mr. Fielding had 
with his Friends, Acquaintance, or the Pub- 
lic, he employed to promote the Succeſs of 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen's Endeavours who 
were engaged in this valuable Undertaking ; 


which ſoon became fo much the Object of 
univerſal Attention and Encouragement, that 
from February 175 56, to December 1757, 
there has not been leſs Money ſubſcribed, in- 
cluding the '6107. Mr. Fielding received while 
he carried on the Scheme of Boys himſelf, 
than 12110. 2s, by Means of which gene- 

tous Subſcriptions no leſs than 2405 Boys, 

including the 400 firſt ſent by Mr. Fielding, 
have been cloathed and, ſent | on Board his 
Majeſty's Ships. Beſides which they have 


cloathed 3072 young Fellows to £9 on > Board 
the Fleet. 744 


Who can behold this Sappi 40 not 3 
pleaſed with the Proſpect of this everlaſting 
Fountain the Marine Society? which, ſo long 
as it is ſupported by Generoſity, and manag- 
ed with Honour ary Oeconomy, promiſes 
Strength to our Fleets, Security to our Coun- 
By: and Protection to our CornMmeece,. 1 


| Having thus oh ped a Number of! Re- 
cruits on Board our oe and thrown many 
-_ 


1 
Boys into a new Station of Life, the next 
Confideration of the Father ſhould be to 
make them fully anſwer. the End propoſed, - 
as well to their Country as to themſelves; 
and to preſerve them from Diſtreſs in Caſe 
of a ſudden Peace. Nor can I do this bet- 
ter than by mentioning a Thing which 1 
hope has been duly attended to on Board 
our Ships of War; I mean a School-maſter 
to inſtruct the Youths in Navigation: For in 
large Ships where there are many Boys, moſt 
of whom perhaps may have had ſome Edu- 
cation, a good School might be framed; out 
of which in proceſs of Time, the Navy might 
be furniſhed with ſkilful Navigators, as well 
as good Sailors, to ſupply the Places of 
f Mates, ney, and Pilots. 15 


And as it is the Schoolmaſter'' Provinge 
to inſtru& theſe Boys in Navigation, the 
- Boatſwain in his Turn might make them 
good Seamen, and teach them the Art of 
Rigging. And if the Chaplain were to take 
a little Pains on a Sunday Afternoon, to in- 

cCulcate the firſt Principles of Chriſtianity in- 
to theſe Boys, by expounding the Catechiſm 
to them, it would have a: Tendency to im- 
prove their Morals, and be no Diſadvantage 
g their Courage, as it might teach them 


y where to Place Dp fehr tor Succeſs: 
And 


Cc 71 W 1 
* 


F 


(is) 


0 And as it was d Fs an Officer a 
hig h Rank in the Navy, that in Caſe of a 
ſudden Peace many of theſe Boys would fall 


into Diſtreſs, Mr. Fielding was defired to 


form ſome Plan that might prevent this Evil; 

and the following Obſervations are ſubmitted 
to the Public on that Account ; which may, 
with ſuch Improvements as they may meet 
with, be productive of a Plan which _ | 
N Na anſwer the Hs propoſed. 


Wheread' a gent Niang of Ks are dil 
Euter whenever any of his Majeſty's Ships 
are paid off, and returned to their Parents, 
who are generally poor, after they have been 
one, two, or more Vears on board Ship, 
and have then no viſible Way of getting a 
Livelihood, and are rejected as Apprentices or 
domeſtic Servants, merely becauſe they have 
been at Sea; by which Means they are too 

often a if not to wicked, to the meaneſt 
Courſes of Life; and thereby Numbers: * 
e Sailors are loſt. 


In order therefore to continue them lon 
nota at Sea, or in that kind of Occupa- 
tion tall they, become Sailors, it is propoſed, 
that . any of his Majeſty's Ships are 
5950 off, all the Boys belonging to the ſaid 
{or Ships, 7 
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ng, 
{the Whale- 
conſidered, as it will take a Number of Boys 


6 ) | 
Ships, under the Age of eighteen, ſhould be 


continued on Board, when in ordinary, on 


the common Allowance, under the Direc- 
tion of the Commiſſioners of the Yard or 
Dock where the ſaid Ships ſhall be paid off; 
to whom any Mafter or Owner of any Ship, 
Veſſel, Lighter, Fiſhing-boat, Cc. may, by 
have one or more of the ſaid 
7 eſpecially ought to be 


and certainly make them good Sea- men) on 
entering into a Covenant with the ſaid Com- 


miſſioners, to employ i in the Seafaring Way, 


cloath, and maintain ſuch Boy or Boys, un- 


til they arrive at the Age of Twenty, and 


allow them forty Shillings a Year, to be paid 
at the Expiration of the ſaid Time; when 


they ſhall be diſcharged, unleſs the faid Maſ- 


ter or Owner chuſe to give them Seamens 
er | of M 


© It is preſumed that this Propoſal will be 
equally agreeable to both Parties; for the 


one may, by this Means, obtain ſeveral uſe- 


ful Hands at an eaſy Rate, and the other 


will have the Advantage of becoming eſta- 


bliſhed Sailors, inſtead of Vagrants, to their 
own Happineſs and the Benefit of their 
| Country. 


And 


( 27 


And if this Scheme ſhould not be thought 
extenſive enough to provide for ſuch a Num- 
ber of Boys as will be diſcharged ſhould our 
3 be paid off, it might be uſeful to oblige 

every Waterman who has either Badge or 
Protection to take one of theſe Boys on 


the Terms above-mentioned; though, I muſt 


confeſs, the Plan that ſtrikes me moſt | is 
f what follows, WS. _ | 


| Suppoſe our Merchants, who are both be- 


nevolent and beneficent, were to receive all 


Boys thus diſcharged from his Majeſty's Ships 
into one common Yard, ſupported by a ge- 
neral Subſcription of their own, by Way of 


a rigging Academy, ſettled under proper 


Regulations, where they would be conſtantly 


ad uſefully employed in making Ropes, &c. 
and might be tranſplanted from thence into 


their Ships as they were wanted ; (this might 
perhaps be a very proper Object for the 


Peace, there are ſome Men of War in Com- 
miſſion, many of theſe Boys, that are eigh- 
teen Years of Age, and have ſerved faithfully 


during the War, might be admitted on Board 
theſe Ships as ordinary Seamen, by Way of 


Encouragement, 


1 


Marine Society: ) and as, even in Times of 
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It is certain that if the preſent Fleets were 
to be diſcharged, above two thouſand Boys 
would be upon their own Hands. The ma- 
terial Point therefore ſeems to me to be the 
ſelecting and e Ns: r N theſe 89 2 
owe charge 


— 


Itchy, Acts of Vidleies Theft, and Rob- 2 
ba being thus reduced, a Body of artful, 
defigning Men, called Gamblers, ſtood in 
Need of Reformation. The firſt Step to- 
wards which, was the ſeparating of them |} 
from the Nobility, with whom, by Means 
of rich, hired Dreſſes, they had infolently | 
\ mixed themſelves. And this was done by i 
| WY the following Plan: A Man perfectly well 
Pk ©. acquainted with all their Perſons agreed with 

Mr. Fielding to point them out to the Peace 
Officers. He was therefore furniſhed with 
. a rich Suit of Cloaths hired from the ſame 
Shop that had ſupplied moſt of theſe Gam- 
| blers with their rich Dreſſes, and being thus 
equipped with Dreſs and Ticket, he went to 
the Ridotto; by which Stratagem nine f 
theſe ſham Gentlemen were apprehended, 
and fo expoſed to public View as to prevent 
their ever appearing again in public Aſſem- 
blies without being known. | 
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The Gamblers being thus prevented from 
preying on the Nobility and Gentry, they 
fell immediately on Tradeſmen and Shop- 
Keepers, many of whom they ruined by ob- 
taining great Quantities of their Goods under 
falſe Colours and Preten cee. 


Trade being alarmed, complained to the 
above Magiſtrate, who . apprehended many 
of theſe Cheats. But as the Laws then in 
Being were inſufficient to bring them to Juſ- 
tice, they moſtly eſcaped Puniſhment ; and 
the Tradeſmen, beſides the Loſs of their 
Goods, were put to additional, fruitleſs Ex- 


mw In order therefore to prevent theſe 


Miſchiefs in ſome Meaſure, till a new and 
more effectual Law could be made for their 
Puniſhment, Mr. Fielding publiſhed, in a 
large Sheet of Paper, the numberleſs Arti- 


fices uſed by theſe Cheats to impoſe on 


Tradeſmen, and gave. them away to Shop- 


keepers as Cautions to themſelves and Ser- 


vants, to avoid the Inroads of theſe Harpies. 
But in order to. eradicate: the Evil, he 
framed a Bill to ſupply the Deficiencies of 
former Laws, which has ſince paſſed into 
an Act, and muſt inevitably bring every 
Cheat to Juſtice, and prevent ſome other 


great 


( 30 * 
great Evils provided for in the faid Bill; 
eſpecially Gaming in Public Houſes. 9 


| Felonies and Frauds being g thus extrenchl d, 

Diſorders and Irregularities, as they are the 
Sources of them both, Re: the particular 
Objects of Attention, as the next neceſfary 
Step for the Completion of this Plan. N 


Laſtly, therefore, he ſet about that Work, | 
and ſoon found that it was more difficult to 
_ diſcover where theſe Diſorders were carried 
on, than to ſuppreſs them when diſcover d. 


To remove therefore this Difficulty, he 
ſettled an anonymous Correſpondence with 
the Public; inviting all Perſons who knew 
of any Gaming-houle, Hops, Dancing-bouts, 
legal Muſic-meetings, and other illegal Aſ- 
ſemblics, to give immediate Notice by pen- 

ny-poſt Letter, without Name, mentioning 
only the Place where'the Diſorder was car- 
ried on, and leave the Magiſtrate to inquire 
into the Truth of the ſame by proper Peace- 


officers, and to ſuppreſs it by legal Means. 


This was fo effectual that, by Virtue of 
theſe Notices, many of theſe Difordeen have 
been reduced with the greateſt Eaſe, and 
Notice from the Magiſtrate has e 

4 
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FER Een to remove the Evil, without 


the Execution of any penal Law ; and by 


this Means it is hoped Numbers of young 


Women have preſerved their Characters, 


and young Men their Morals. Apprentices 
and Servants. of both Sexes, together with 
Whores, uſually made up theſe Balls and 


Afemblies : And ſuch an Attention is now 


paid to this Correſpondence (as every Writer 
finds his End immediately anſ{wer'd) that 


the Moment the Neighbour, Father, Maſter, 
or Miſtreſs, diſcover the Haunts of their 


Children, Servants, or Apprentices, a Letter 


immediately goes to the Juſtice, and they are 
taken. in Surprize. Theſe Offences are py- 
niſhable by penal Statutes, all of which make 
an Informer neceſſary to execute them. The 
Name of an Informer is odious. Theſe a- 


nonymous Letters take away this Odium, as 
it is not neceſſary to know from whence the 


Letter comes; ſo that the moſt delicate Lady 


may with Safety give Notice to the Juſtice . 


any Hop, Gaming-Houſe, Gc. where her 
Servants waſte their Time, loſe their Money, 
and debauch their Morals. 


Ftir F eloniss and Diſorders being thus 
' conſider d, Nuſances, Which without At- 
tention, muſt ariſe in this populous City, 


came next in Order to be redreſſed, the prin- 


cipal 
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1 cipal of which, that fall bach ler ihe Þ Power ut. 
the Magiſtrate, are Beggars, Carmen, Coach- 
men, SWearers, | and ok. of Squits. _. 


Mr. Fielding has lately formed and executed 
a Plan in Conjunction with the Juſtices of 
St. Clements, St. Mary le Strand, St. Paul's 


which effectually anſwers the End to thoſe _ 
Pariſhes ; for within the Space of fix Weeks, 


riſhes were to do the ſame, it would be as 
uncommon to ſee a Beggar in this Town in 
| the Streets as a wild Beaſt. e 


throughout this Metropolis would at firſt 


gently executed by all the Magiſtrates, it 


Nuſance from one Part of the Town to an- 


% 


As for the firſt of theſe, viz. Beggars, 


Covent-Garden, and St. Martin's in the Fields, 


no more than five Beggars could be found in 
one whole Week together in the four Pa- 
riſhes ; and if the Juſtices of the other Pa- 


Tho! perhaps the Execution of this Plan 


create a conſiderable Expence to the County 
of Middleſex ; yet as this Expence would 

leſſen with the Evil, it would, in my Opi- 
nion, be Money extremely well laid out; 
but unleſs the Scheme be generally and dili- 


would anſwer no other End, than driving a 


other; and when one conſiders how diſagree- 


able it is to be attack d at every Corner of 
6 the 


"AT. + 


ths frets by Beggars moſt of whom make 


a Trade of it; and how diſadvantageous it is 
to Shop-keepers to have every Cuſtomer that 
ſtops in a Coach at their Door, to be impor- 
tuned by theſe artful Petitioners ; one ſhould 
imagine they would all ery out with one Voice, 
Free us from the Nuſance of Beggars. But 
what ſhocks one more, is, that ſuch 
Numbers of frightful Objects ſhould be ſuf- 
fered to infeſt the Streets, ſo diſmember'd 


and disfigur'd, as muſt often occaſion the 
moſt irretriveable Injuries to Ladies, when in 


the tender and delicate Situation of Preg- 
nancy. i 


The Removal of the remaining Nuſances 
above - mentioned, muſt depend on the Vigi- 
lance of the acting Magiſtrate, and the Dili- 


£ 


ho' any Perſon may apprehend a Man 


for riding on his Cart, for ſwearing, and 
begging, and carry them before a Juſtice of 


the Peace without a Watrant. 


If this Police ſhould ſurpriſe the Reader, 


he cannot be leſs pleaſed, when he hears the 


the annual Expence of it to the Government, 


by the Execution of all the above Plans and 


Purſuits, has never exceeded four hundred 
Pounds, Indeed double this Sum would be 
R ER 


ence of the Peace-Officers under him: 


I = 
a Trifle, ſhould it leſſen the Payment of 
of Rewards given by Act of Parliament for 
_ apprehending Highwaymen, Houfe-breakers, 
Sc. and the Object of the Expence would 
be moſt agreeably changed from the deftroy- 
ing to the preſerving of his Majeſty's Sub- 
Jeu. " 7 


From the above Tranſactions, which are 
moſt ſtrictly true, and ſo very recent, that it 
is ſcarce poſſible to call any indifferent Per- 
ſon from the mix d Multitude in this Town 
who could not give full Teſtimony of the 
Truth hereof, it appears that the Public has 
the greateſt Share in the Execution of this 
Police ; for without its hearty Concurrence 
and conſtant Aſſiſtance, little Progreſs could 
be made towards the Peace and good Order 
of this Metropolis: For what Good can the 
moſt active Magiſtrate do, unleſs he receives 
Informations? In Frauds and Felonies, 
which are Attacks on our Lives and Proper- 
ties, not a Moment's Time ſhould be loſt in 
giving Notice to the Magiſtrate. Theſe are 
Evils of a violent Nature, their Increaſe quick 
and dangerous, and require immediate Re- 
ty.” 3 


In this Caſe the Morals are already corrup- 
ted and the Mind abandoned; ſo that if this 
* ä 


7 [ 


n 


corrupted Member is not inſtantaneouſly ſe- 


parated from the Body, it gathers Strength 
every Minute; and Succeſs and Impunity in N 


Villainy never fail to increaſe Villains. 


As to other Offences, which have a Ten- 
dency to corrupt the Morals, ſuch as Gaming, 


_ Hops, &c. they ought equally to be com- 


plwain'd of to the Magiſtrate, but require not 
that quick Notice as Rot Offences do. A 


Letter, therefore, will anſwer this Purpoſe : 


But even here We dangerous; for the 
Omiſſion of one Day may ruin many; at 


Saming eſpecially, where one Quarter of an 
Hour may deſtroy more than the Induſtry 


of a Vear, nay, a whole Life, can gain. 


And ſuch indeed is the abſolute Neceſſity 


of the Countenance and Aſſiſtance of the 


Public to the acting Magiſtrate, that it is the 


chief Motive of expoſing theſe Sheets to their 


View: Hoping that the Advantages that have 
already accrue 1. 
cution of this Police, will be a ſufficient En- 


couragement to every Perſon that ſhall be in- 


jured for the future to complain early; for 


ſure it is much better to prevent even one 


Man from being a Rogue, than from appre- 
hending and bringing forty to Juſtice. 


to this Town from the Exe- 
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On the other hand, it is apprehended, 


that the Government will ever find it uſeful 


to encourage ſome principal acting Magi- 


ſtrate, to take this laborious Taſk upon him; 


and if ſuch a one be bred to the Bar the bet- 
ter; for he ought to have a competent 


Knowledge as well of the common, as the 
Crown Law : The former to aſſiſt the Poor 


with his Advice, and the latter to bring Of- 
fenders to Juſtice, to give Notice to the Legi- 
ſlature of the Defects of any penal Law (which 


is eaſter to be diſcovered in the Execution than 
in the framing that Law) and prevent himſelf 
and Officers from falling a Prey to that ſwarm 


of low and hungry Sollicitors who are always 


laying wait to take an Advantage of their Er- 


rors; and the more Knowledge he has of hu- 


man Nature the better, as it will enable 


him to detect Art and unravel the dark 


Clues of Guilt, : 


- His being handſomely ſubſiſted will take 
away the Temptation of making Gain of the 
paltry Quarrels of the Poor, and thereby 


encreaſing the Poor's Rates. And indeed it 


ought to remove every Temptation that diſ- 


honours Magiſtracy, and muſt in Time free 
ſuch Men from the ſcandalous Imputation 
of Trading Juſtice, raiſe the Dignity of the 


Em- 
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Employment, and make it an Object wor- 


thy the Acceptance, nay, meriting the Study 


of the beſt of Men. For to root out Fraud, 
prevent Violence and Oppreſſion, and to pre- 
ſerve Peace and good Order, are the moſt 
grateful Purſuits of a good Heart and an in- 
genuous Mind. 5 


He ſhould keep the civil Power alive; 


that is to ſay, the Conſtables; conſtantly 


inſtructing them in their Duty, and paying 


them for extraordinary and dangerous En- 
terprizes; and above all, promote Harmony 
amongſt them; for when the civil Power is 


divided it is nothing; but when Conſtables 


are collected together, known to each other, 
and bound by the Connections of good Fel- 
lowſhip, Friendſhip, and the Bonds of So- 


eiety, they become ſenſible of their Office, 


ſtand by one another, and are a formidable 


| Body. 


And that the Public may know how they 
are likely to be aſſiſted when they complam, 


I take this Opportunity of informing them, 
that there are two Purſuit-Horſes, and pro- 


per Purſuers paid by the Government, and 


always ready to purſue and protect their 


Fellow- Subjects; which is of excellent Uſe 
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in Robberies on che Highway near London, 
where the Notice is quick. 


2dly, There is always one or more order- 


ly Men on Duty to enquire into the Truth 


F Informations. 


zuly, A Regiſter-Clerk to keep an exact 


Regiſter of all Robberies committed ; De- 
ſcriptions of all Goods loſt ; the Names and 


Deſeriotons of all Perſons brought before 
the ſaid Magiſtrate who ſtand accuſed either 
of Fraud or Felony, or ſuſpected of either; 
of the Houſes that harbour them and re- 


ceive their ſtolen Goods. 


| Befides theſe Methods there are many 
* that ought to be known to none but 


the Juſtice himſelf, as the Publication of 


them would defeat their Effects. But with 


the above it was neceſſ: lary the Public ſhould” 
be Uamntes, 


And if all 1 of this kind 5 
brought to this Point by his Regiſter, he 
will ſoon be able to fix 8 the Offender; 


and by quick Perſuit ſeldom fail to appro 


head him. 
This 
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This Plan honeſtly actively, wid care- 
fully executed, tho' it cannot intirely prevent 
F dry and Felonies, muſt neceſſarily produce 
ſuch good Order in this Town as has yet ne- 
ver 250 known, and tend greatly to the 


Safety of the State; as no dangerous Aſ- 


ſemblies or Conſpiracies can be carried on 
without the Knowledge of this n. Officer 
of Police. | 


And as 3 is no Evil in this Town of 


any Size, for which there is not ſome whol- 


ſome Law provided, the Continuation of 


that Evil muſt be owing either to the Silence 


of the Sufferer or the Neglect of the Ma- 


giltrate, not the Legiſlature. 


And what adds much to the Efficacy of 
this Police, there is a Correſpondence ſettled 
with many of the active Magiſtrates in the 
Country, at all Diſtances, who conſtantly give 
Notice to Mr. Fielding when they have com- 
mitted any deſperate Rogue, or ſuſpicious Man, 
eſpecially, if a Stranger in that Country; by 
which Means thy are often furniſhed with 
Materials to ns oh ſuch Offenders to Juſ- 
tice, 


Having n now mentioned every Thing that 


appeared to me uſeful to be known for the 
"M4 Con- 


= 
} 


LI 
Continuation and Execution of the Police 
above deſcribed (which I flatter myſelf the 
Public will receive with Candour as my Mo- 
tive is good, however erroneous my Opinion 
may be) I cannot conclude without taking 
this public Opportunity of returning my fin- 
cere Thanks to all thoſe Magiſtrates wha 
have from Time to Time afforded me Leiſure 
and Refreſhment, by their kind Attendance 
for me on public Buſineſs ; nor muſt I forget 
to acknowledge myſelf greatly indebted to 

the general good Behaviour, Diligence, and 

Activity of the Conſtables of the County of 
Middleſex, and City and Liberty of West- 
minſter, who have never been backward in " 
their Duty, however hazardous the Occaſion, | 
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INTRODUCTION 


TO THER.- 
PLAN for preſerving deſerted G 1 LS. 


IX Hoever has long acted as a Magiſtrate 
| in this Metropolis, muſt have ob- 


| ſerved, that the Body of the neglected Sons 


of the Poor, Gaming in Public-Houſes, and 
the very low Bawdy-Houſes are the conſtant 


Fountains that furniſh the Courts of Juſtice 
with Offenders, and the Place of Execution 


with Victims, 


Enough has been ſaid of the former of 


theſe, and the Evil being conſiderably leſ- 


ſened, the latter is propoſed to be the Sub- 


je& of what follows; as it ſeems to be as 


material an Object of the Police as any what- 
ever; for, in theſe Brothels, the Apprentice 


and Journeyman firſt broach theif Morals, 


and are ſoon taught to change their Fidelity 


and Integrity for Fraud and Felony; here 
the Tradeſman, overcome with Liquor, is 
decoyed into a Snare, injurious to his Pro- 
perty, fatal to his Conſtitution, deſtructive 


to his Family, and which frequently puts a 


Period to his Peace of Mind. 
als th ns © 


4 - ce. REST 2 Jp „ 
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n . 
10 Relieving Induſtry in Diſtreſs, preſerving 
the Deſerted, and reforming the Wicked and 
the Penitent, are the acceptable Employ- 
ments, the favourite and advantageous De- 
lights of thoſe Minds, which are happy 
enough to have a good Heart for their Promp- 
ter. There is indeed abundant Reaſon to 
believe, that theſe Pleaſures have been fully 
enjoyed by thoſe who have ſubſcribed to- 
wards cloathing friendleſs and deſerted Boys 
to go to Sea, And it is to be hoped, that 
the Public in general, as well as the parti- 
cular Objects of that Charity, have reaped 
ſome Advantages from thoſe Subſcriptions, - 


And I ſhall now beg Leave to preſent tio 
the Public a Body of Fellow-Creatures, 
equally diſtreſſed with thoſe who have been 

the Objects of the abovementioned Benevo- 
lence; and which may, and will, I hope, 
be made of equal Uſe to their Country, 


The Preſervation of the common People, 
in all States, is highly deſerving Attention; 
for, from this Fountain, your Manufactures, 
WH Fleets, Armies, and domeſtic Servants, are 
5 ſupplied : And in Country Villages this Taſk 
1 is eaſy, as Temptations to Vice are more 
rare, and moſt Pariſhes employ their Inha- 
5 bitants. 


LD. MY 
bitants. But in ſuch a populous City as is 
the Metropolis of this Kingdom, numbers 
of Perſons may be idle, numbers of Chil- 
dren may be deſerted who are capable of 
Employment, without ever being perceived 
by the Public, till their Crimes have made 
them the unhappy Objects of public Juſtice. 


For the Truth of which Aſſertion I refer 
to the Seſſions-Paper, and Kalendars for the 
Years 1755, and 1756, when Gangs of 
friendleſs Boys, from 14 to 18 Years of 
Age, were tranſported, indeed, I may ſay 
by wholeſale, for picking of Pockets and 


= pilfering from Shops. 


And as theſe deſerted Boys were Thieves 
from Neceſſity, their Siſters are Whores from 
the ſame Cauſe; and, having the ſame Edu- 
cation with their wretched Brothers, gene- 
rally join the Thief to the Proſtitute. 


This brings me to that completely wretch- 
ed, diſtempered, deſerted, pitiable Body of 
whom I mean to ſpeak ; whoſe Sufferings 
have ſo often made my Heart ach, and 
| Whoſe Preſervation I now ſo ardently wiſh to 
accompliſh, And indeed, I think, I have 
great Reaſon to indulge theſe my Wiſhes, as 
J flatter myſelf I have hit upon a Plan that will 
e as 


% 


20-1. 


as effectually preſerve theſe deſerted Girls 
from Infamy and Diſtreſs, and make them 
happy in themſelves and uſeful Subjects at 
Home, as that which has preſerved ſo many 


of their Brothers, and made them uſeful 
Abroad. 


But 1 25 1 8 of my Plan I will en- 
deavour to ſnew from what Fountain it is, 
our low and infamous Bawdy-Houſes, which 
furniſh our Streets with thieving, diſtempered 
Proſtitutes, are ſupplied. 


Infinite are the Number of Chairmen, 
Porters, Labourers, and drunken Mechanics 
in this Town, whoſe Families are generally 
too large to receive even Maintenance, much 
leſs Education from the Labour of their Pa- 
rents; and the Lives of their Fathers being 
often ſhortened by their Intemperance, a 
Mother is left with many helpleſs Children, 
to be ſupplied by her Induſtry; whoſe Re- 
ſource for Maintenance is either the Waſh. 
Tub, Green-Stall, or Barrow. What muſt 
then become of the Daughters of ſuch Wo- 
men, where Poverty and Illiterateneſs con- 
ſpire to expoſe them to every Temptation? 
And they often become Proftitutes from Ne- 
ceſſity, even before their Paſſions can have 

: any Share! in their Guilt. . 
And 
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And as Beauty i is not the e Lot of 
the Rich more than the Poor, many of the 
abovementioned Girls have often great Ad- 
vantages of Perſon ; and whoever will look 


amongſt them will frequently ſee the ſweet- 


eſt Features diſguiſed vy Filth and Dirt. 


Theſe are the Girls that the Bawds clean 
and cloath for their wicked Purpoſes. And 
this is done to ſuch a Degree, that on a 

ſearch Night, when the Conſtables have ta- 

ken up near forty Proſtitutes, it has appeared 
on their Examination, that the major Part 
of them have been of this Kind, under the 
Age of Eighteen, many not more than 
Twelve, and thoſe, though ſo young, half 
eat up with the foul Diſtemper. 


Who can ſay that one of theſe poor Chil- 
dren had been Proſtitutes through Viciouſ- 
neſs? No. They are young, unprotected, 
and of the female Sex; therefore become 
the Prey of the Bawd and Debauchee. 


Here I cannot help mentioning a Misfor- 
tune; nay, I may ſay, a Cruelty, that often 
happens to theſe deſerted Children, and I 
believe the Offenders as often go unpuniſhed; 
for the maternal Tenderneſs of their Mothers 


are 
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either ſtarved by their Neceſſities, or drown- 
ed in Gin; and, for a Trifle, conceal and 
forgive an Offence which our Laws have 
made Capital. And I have fometimes ſeen 
Mothers, but indeed they ill deſerve that 
Name, who have trepanned their Children 
into Bawdy-Honſes, and ſhared with the 
Bawd the Gain of their own Infant's Pro- 
ſtitutions. And ſcarce a Seſſions paſſes with- 
out Indictments being found againſt Porters, 
and ſuch low Sort of Men, for raviſhing the 
Infants of the Poor. But, as I ſaid before, 
I am afraid more of theſe Offences are con- 
cealed from the Magiftrate than are brought 
to light. Who can behold this Havock on 
Youth and Innocence, and not be ſhocked 
with their pitiable Caſe? And who can feel 
for them without being warmed with a De- 
fire of affording them Protection, and reſcu- 
ing theſe helpleſs Lambs from the hungry 


Jaws of ſuch ravenous Wolves? 


Io preſerve theſe Objects, and to reform 

others, who having been decoyed into Vice, 

and from the Miſeries they ſuffer, are deſir- 

_ ous to withdraw from that dreadful State, is 
my principal View in what I ſhall hereafter 

| Propoſe; though I am perſuaded, if I can 
ſucceed in the former, there will be at leaſt 

fewer to repent ; for Evils of all Kinds in 


8 


1 

publick Societies are only to be cured by be- 
ing prevented: Remove the Cauſe, and the 
Effect muſt ceaſe. The ſkilful Surgeon, in- 
deed, when applied to too late, finds Am- 
putation of a Limb abſolutely neceſſary to 

preſerve the whole Body; which very Limb 
might itſelf have been preſerved, had the 
| fame Skill been earlier applied: and Venienti 
occurrite Morbo, is as good a Maxim in Po- 
litics as in Phyſic. 4 


The only Difficulty I ſee in putting this 
Plan in Execution, is, the firſt Expence ; 
for, I hope, in a very few Years, it will not 
only ſupport itſelf, but prove a conſtant Nur- 
ſery for a Body of uſeful Domeſtics, much 
wanted in this Town, : : 

And as the Evil it propoſes to remedy, 
is grown to a moſt obnoxious Height, and 
the Wretches that occaſion it are the Objects 
of univerſal Compaſſion, I doubt not, but © 
it will receive an Encouragement proportion- 

able to the Public's Opinion of its Utility; 
nor do] fear, but that in theſe my Endea- 
vours, I ſhall be honoured with the kind At- 
tention, the friendly Approbation, and the 
generous Aſſiſtance of the Ladies, whoſe 
tender Feelings will give them a much juſter 

I. Idea 
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Preſervatory and Reformatory. 


Being a public Laundry, intended to employ, 

breed up, and preſerve the deſerted Girls 
of the Poor of this Metropolis; and alſo 
to reform thoſe Proſtitutes whom Neceſ- 
ſity has drove into the Streets, and who 
are willing to return to Virtue and obtain 
an honeſt Livelihood by ſevere Induſtry. 


1. The Situation and Building. 


% 


THE Building for the Public Launery 


4 ſhould be ſituated as near as poſſible to 
the Centre of the Town, but in the Fields; 
and ſhould conſiſt of one large Quadrangle ; 
the front Building of which ſhould have a 
large Lodge in the Centre, divided into two 


Rooms ; one for the receiving Secretary, and 


the other for the receiving Matron. Over 
theſe two Rooms ſhould be a ſpacious Com- 
mittee-Room, for the Meeting of the Fa- 
"rr , - . "vj n : 'thers 
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thers of this Charity. The remaining Part 
of the Front, on each Side, ſhould be wall'd. 


The two Sides of the Quadrangle ſhould be 
divided into Schools, and Bedchambers over 
them. The Bottom of the Building to be 
divided into Waſhing Rooms and Ironing 
Rooms over them. In the Centre, the 


Kitchen, Brewhouſe, &c. Over it a Cha- 
pel. Behind this Quadrangle ſhould be a 


large Piece of Ground or Outlet, walled 
round for the Conveniency of drying Cloaths, 
Exerciſe, &c. In one Part of which ſhould 
be built a ſmall Jury.” | 


II. The Objects to be taken in. 
Thoſe Girls that are to be received in this 


"Lavikdey, ought to be the Daughters of the 


induſtrious Poor, viz. Porters, Labourers, 
Servants, low Mechanics, Soldiers, Sailors, 
&c. from ſeven Years of Age to fifteen, un- 


| corrupted, and free from Blemiſh of Con- 


{titution and Intellects. 
Proſtitutes to be reformed, to be taken in 


to the Age of Tweaty-three, and recover- 


able as to Conſtitution, 
Poor Girls put out Apprentice by Pariſh- 


Officers from Workhouſes, may be received 
in this Laundry, as they are generally placed 


in the worſt of F amilies, and ſeldom eſcape 
Deſtruction, 
UI. 


1 


(2 
III. The Manner of taking them i in. 


The Girls all to be bound Apprentice ei- 
ther for ſeven Vears, or till they are 3 
one, to the grand Matroͤn. 

The Indentures of the Proſtitutes to be. 
dated back, ſo that they might remain about 
three or four Years in the Laundry. 


IV. The Manner of their being ne 


All the Girls, under twelve Years of 7 way 
to be employed in the Reading-School, un- 
der a Head-Matron, and proper Aſſiſtants, 
for that immediate Purpoſe; who are to 
teach them to read and learn them the firſt 
Principles of Plain-work ; ſuch as Hemming, 
&c. and Knitting. 
| The Girls from twelve to fixteen Years 
of Age, to be in the real plain-work School, 
under a Matron, and proper Aſſiſtants, for 
that immediate Purpoſe ; who are to com- 
om them in the plain and houſwifely Know- 
ledge of Plain-work, Knitting, and every 
3 Uſe of the Needle, that may be ne- 
ceſſary in a common uſeful Servant; teach- 
ing them ſtill to read, and inſtructing them 
in the Principles of Religion. 5 | 
From Sixteen, to the Expiration of their 
| Apprenticeſhips, to be employed in the waſh- 
E 


2 ing 
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ing and ironing Schools, under Matrons and 
Afſiſtants for that immediate Purpoſe. 

Out of theſe Schools, a Number of Girls 
are daily to attend in the Kitchen, under 

Matrons and proper Aſſiſtants for that Pur- 

poſe, to inſtruct them in the Knowledge of 
plain e ; to roaſt, bol, brew and 

1 

The refined Proſtitutes to be eiployed:; 
ſeparate from the reſt, according to their 

W in the ſeverer Offices of the Houſe- 
hold. 

And when any of theſe Girls havk feryed 
their Time, to be cloathed and fixed in re- 
putable Families, as domeſtic Servants; and 
reformed Profiitutes, in more inferior Fa- 
milies. | 1185 Sy 


* T he 3 of funitiing this Laundry 
with Work. ! 


ht many Families have not the Conxeni- 
ence of waſhing their Linen at Home, it is 
to be hoped they will fend it to the public 
Laundry; where it will be got up m the 
greateſt Perfection, at a reaſonable Price, and 
returned with Safety and Regularity. 
Linen, likewiſe to be made up, may be 
done with the ſame Degree of Care and Ex- 
actneſs; for which Purpoſe there muſt be a 


receivin 8 2182 and a receiving bees; 
— 


1 


*., 
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ne latter to take in the Einen; And the for 
mer to take an exact Accoufit ef it accord 
ing 0 Method to be E mow e 
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VI. The Method of putting this Scheme in 
Execution. 


"TA" Number of Perſons of Rank and For- 
tune to be fixed on, and to be called Fathers; 


_ under whoſePatronage, : a 0 ſhould 


0 


be railed, to build a prope Pace "for 3 
- Undettaking. ere Lis 

The Subfcriptions to be paid into. the 
Hands of one or more Bankers to 175 fixed 
on; and to be ſubje& 1 to the Draug ts only 


of ſuch a Nuttiber of Fathers * as "hall. be 


appointed T; reaſurer by the reſt. ; 12527 


And as this public Laundry, ene rag — 
ed, will, in all Probahility, e ave. 


tain itſelf, an Intereſt after A certain Tims, 


may be'paid for the Money Art” ſubſerlbed 
to raiſe the Building ; and the ſaid, Subſcrip= 
tions made transferable, until it Werren to 


— | , l ; f ; / 
VII. Proper Viſitors” CI *IHIELL 


" "Twenty-ſix Ladies of Rank to be appoint⸗ 
ed yearly Viſitors. Two to viſit every Wee 
17 Rotation; to make the Reports 3 in Writ 


far as to pay the Principal. 1 3 


oft g, and to leave them in the Secretary's 
C 


e to the Committee, ſcaled up, and di- 
— 3 rected 


S 
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rected toithe. Committee -of the Fathers- of 
the public Laundry, propoſing any Amend- 


ment or Alteration that their reſpective Vi- 


fits ſhall ſuggeſt. The Number of the Com- 


mittee.to be fixed on, and no Subſcriber to 


be admitted to the Committee, but on the 


Ms 


and Orders for the receiving of Objects, and 


Death or. Removal of one of the firſt r 


pointed. | 
The Chairman of the Cane to be 


by Rotation; and thoſe who are abſent to 


fare their Turn till it comes round again. 

Notice always to be ſent to the Perſon 
whoſe Turn it is to be in the Chair, 
The firſt Committee to appoint Officers, 
atrons, and Aſſiſtants; 5 and to fix Rules 


other T ings neceſſary for the Execution of 


| this Plan; by which, it is to be hoped, the 


numberleſs deſerted Wretches that now 


ſhock the. Eye. of the Benevolent with their 


Diſtreſſes, and wound the Ear of the Decent 


by their abandoned Behaviour, may be put 


in a Method of gaining a uſeful Education, 
obtaining an honeſt Livelihood by their own 


Hand-Labour, . preſerving their own Inno- 


cCeœnce, and become uſeful Members to So- 
_ ciety, without really putting the Public to 
one Shilling Expence. 


. Servants bred ir in this Laundr ry "muſt exceed 


all others, as they will have a general Know- 
N ledge 


13% 


edge of Houſewifery, and will ſet out in 
5 World free from the Prejudices of evil 
Habits. 

And who will not rejoice to ſee this happy 
Change of Barrow Women, miſerable Proſ- 
titutes, &c. converted into modeſt, decent, 
happy Women, and'uſeful domeſtic Servants. 

I ſhall now conclude theſe Sheets with 
the Words of an ingenious Gentleman on 
another Occafion ; Sr quid recte dixi, hoc 6ſt 
AY volut ; * non, hoc of * * ; 


— an 


HAVING ge es the Want of Em- 
ployment for poor Boys and Girls, and Gam- 
ing in Public-Houſes, as the Sources of moſt 
ol the Diſorders in this Town; I cannot bet- 
ter conclude theſe Sheets, than by taking 
Notice of a uſeful Body of Men, the Re- 
gulation of whom, would, perhaps, more 

effectually eonduce to che perfecting the 
Police of this Town, than any other; I mean 
the Pawnbroker's ; a Sett of men, who have 
it infinitely in their Power to prevent the 
higher Offences of Fraud and Felony. The 
Laws have laid them under certain Reſtricti- 
ons for this Purpoſe ; and the following Rules 
have alſo been very ſtrongly recommended 
to their Practice, as a farther Aſſiſtance to 
thoſe Laws. And I muſt here do them the 
"M4 Juſtice 


En,) 


Juſtice to acknowledge, that a ſelect ber | 


of the principal among them, unanimouſly. 
approved of the ſaid Rules, and chearfully 
ſubſcribed. their Names to the Obſervance of 


them, as being ſenſible, that they have a, 


direct Tendency to promote the Eaſe an 
Security of their Trade, and the Safety of 


the Public. I ſhall therefore, without far- 
ther Apology, annex them to this Pamphlet, 
not doubing, but that theſe Cautions will 


meet with univerſal Approbation, as they 
are intended to prevent all Perſons from 


pawning, exchanging, or otherwiſe unlaw- 


fully diſpoſing of the Property of others, 
without their Conſent or 9 


˖ 
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RULES ape. 1 Mr. Fielding, 
ane unanimouſly aſſented to by 
a ſelect Body 05 PAWNBROKERS, | 
for thei! future Obſervance, 4 


farther Prevention oe K rauds and 
- Felonies... G 4151 {tf mo) 
—_ 7 
1. O M E one Public Ns 8 to 
ä be fixed on by them, to be taken 
in, and publick Notice to be given of the 
fame. This will. fave Expences to the 
Pawnbrokers of different Papers; and ſhew 
the Publick where to advertiſe Things loſt, 
| ſiglen, or fraudulently obtained... | : 
II. A correct Lift of the Pawnbroker's 
1 and Places of abode, to be given to 
Mr. Fielding, and Hand- bills may be ſent; 
which as they make no noiſe, may often 
detect in Caſes of Conſequence. [Theſe 
Bills may be numbered; ſo, that if any 
Pawnbroker finds himſelf neglected by their 
not being brought regularly, he may cou. 
plain to that Magiſtrate. 5 
l. would be uſctul: to diſtin aiſh the 
time of Day, in which every Ple ge is re- 
ceived. Ex. gr. For the Morning write M. 
for the Afternoon, A. for this m often 
prove material Evidence. 


1 | 
IV. To advertiſe at the Pawnbroker's 
Expence, the Clauſes relating to the Pu- 
niſhment:of Perſons pawning Goods with- 
out the Conſent ' of the Owners; and the 
 Pawnbroker's Power of ſtopping Perſons 
ſuſpected with impunity. | 
V. Pawnbrokers to ſhut up Shop at nine, 
from Michaelmas to Lady-Day, and at ten 
from Lady-Day to Michaelmas, Saturday 
excepted : and to exclude them from their 
ſelect eme that will not comply chere. 
with. 
Vll. This ſelect Body to uſe their beſt 
Endeavours to convict Offenders againſt the 
Sabbath; and likewiſe, to convict Perſons 
offending againſt the late Act of Parliament, 
in not making proper Inquiries, and ſuch 
Entries in their Book or Books as is 
thereby required. This vigorouſly execut- 
ed, will deſtroy Petty-Pawnbrokers, who 
keep Chandler's Shops and Ale-houſes. 
VII. To take nothing in of a ſtrange 
Meſſenger, that may not be ſuppoſed to be 
their own, unleſs you take down the Name 
of the real Owner, their Place of abode, 
&c. and in Pledges of Conſequence, ſuch 
as Plate, Jewels, &c. to ſend to the Owner. 
VII. To keep a Book on purpoſe for 
Watches; in which all Watches advertiſed 
to be loſt or ſtolen, ſhould be entered. _ 
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IX. To take no Goods whatſoever of any 
Soldier in his Regimentals. 

X. No Perſon to be admitted a Member 

of the Select Body, who has not ſerved a 


regular Apprenticeſhip to the Buſineſs; un- 


leſs ballotted in by the Society. 


XI. Never to ſend a Boy before a Magi- 
ſtrate, or Court of Juſtice, when the Maſter: 


can attend, and give the ſame Evidence. 
XII. To be particularly careful in receiving 


Piece Goods; as an Error or Miſtake of that 


Kind may bring a ſtronger Imputation. 


XIII. To receive no Pledges from Chil- 


dren, unleſs their Parents or Maſters. or 


Miſtrefles are well known to the Pawn- 


broker; and in general, to avoid ſo doing as- 


much as poſſible. oy 


XIV. Great Care ſhould be taken to keep 


Books with the utmoſt Regularity ; as they 
may come under the Cognizance of the 
Magiſtrates. © 


XV. That every Member of the Society 


ſhould have the Name of the neareſt Con- 


ſtable to him ; and that his Servants ſhould 


know the ſame, and to have a By-word to 


his Servants 1 to go for the Conſtable. 
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From the Nobility at the Cocoa $5.8 ee 
Tree, by the Hands of Lord app 
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ORIGINAL t SUBSCRIBERS 


Towards Cloithing friendleſs aud deſerted 
Boys to go on, Board his wand 8 ri p 


Sada Feb. 1756. 1 15 


ROM the Right Hon. the 5 s. d. 
Lords of the Admiralty i 1 8 


Windſor V 00 © 
From the Nobility at Arthur's 210 10 0 


From the Nobility at Georges 


Coffee Houſe, Pall Mall, by n 
the Hands of Lord Windſor 29 „ 0 
The Right Hon. the Earl of 147 5 
Hardwicke * 4 0 


The Right - Hon. Lord Repo „ 6 


The Hon. Charles Stanhope, Eſq; 10 10 0 
Sir Thomas Drury - it 10 


—— Nettleton, Eſq; — 2 2'6 


—— Wogan, Eſq; i. "18 
pips 8 A | | Sam, 
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Sam. Vandewall, El 11 
Thomas Wood, "Eſa; 1 


Mr, o 
— Hall, Eg; = 
Lewis Mendez 


1 
The Rev. Mr. Payne l 
I 


Thame Brown F Efqrs, 7 10 'F 


indham, Eſq; . 
Capt, r 
Meſſ. Johnſon and Browne 7 
Sir John re 
Heathcote, Eſq; his Son 
Ray, Eſq; i h 
Ti Simonds, Eſq; = 
Richard Weddle, Eſj =< 
William Lloyd, 'Elqz;.- =; 1. 
Wm. Henry Bernard. Eſq; < 
William Fitzherbert, a HO 
Capt. Townſend 1 1 
The Rev. Mr. Young = 
Peter Delme, Eg; = + 
William Fellows, „ 
— Whiſton, 1 


| Char les Crockatt | 
John Nutt + Eſqrs 
Col. Rich e ms 17 
| Mrs. Mead ag 3 
Mrs. Emerley: | 0. 
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L.. s. d. 
John Delme; Eſq; 4 fs 36, 
Sir Joſeph Hankey = T- 1.0 
Sir Thomas Hankey == Sans. þ 
Mr. Minett e 
Thomas Trueman, EA © I a af 
John Bland, jun. Eg; - 1 10 
Philip Deviſme, Eſdj; 110 
Henry Shiffney, Eſq; „ 
. PAL T0. 
John Shiffney - e 
John Cornwall, Eſq; e T, 40 
William Thornton, Elq; - 1 1 0 
Edward Hunt, „„ „„ 
S. Smith, Efq; . 1 
Jonas Hanway, Efq; . 
John Scrimſhire, Eſq; '- 1 10 
3 ha T 
; Pierce, Eſq; - 1:19 & 
—— Legg, Eg; - 15 
— Haines,” Eſj ; . 
The Rev. Mr. Clark | 3 I 11 6 
e 1 
Peter Motteaux, Eq, e 
Dr. Hay e 
Dr. Schomberg ö . 
_— Henry Gould, # I - 4. 1.0 
Capt. Clark i 7. 2+ 
JJJJ;;öͤ;́d <= ©" 75:6 
From a Society of Antigallicans 30 © 0 


= 


. Mr. Manhood 4 1 
Mr. Nobsss . 1 


* 


From a Lodiety of Gentlemen at 


the Croun Tavern 15 1 y 


— Bridges, 


Eſq; — 168 1 


Robert Nettleton, Ea; 5 


—— Hale, Eſq; e 
James Taylor, Eſq; = 
Thomas Carew, Eſq; = 
Received from a me un- 
_. known. ' * r-< 
Mr. Barnes „„ 
Mr. Carne - 
Mrs. Philips - - 
Mrs. Reading = 
Mrs. Jourdan - 
Mrs. Clayton 3 
H. and C. . 
H. 
A Member of the Common- 
— . 
From a Perſon unknown. - 
A. A. 128 5. 
From the Bedford Coffechouſe 
8 VT 
„8. W. Eſqʒ - 
J. V. Eh 1 
G. M. Eſq; 4 Y 
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